
In response to article posted by Gregory Wilcox on 11/14/13 titled “Park won’t help parking problem near former 
Fire Station 84 site in Woodland Hills”, I offer my opinion and perspective on the subject.

First, let me say that I am one of the 73%. The majority who desire at the site of former Fire Station 84 in 
Woodland Hills a neighborhood park. 

No matter how small it is, a park will suffice. To loosely quote one resident in very close proximity who 
is raising 3 small children in a 500 square foot apartment, "Life is so hectic. The street is busy and noisy. 
We would like a place where we can find some peace. Where the children can run around." I don't think 
she was talking about a parking lot. And another mom of a 3-year-old who yesterday said she would like a 
place with "play equipment for small children" with "bright colors". I don't think she was talking about a 
parking lot either.

Excerpt from a presentation I made about the property on May 12, 2010 to the Woodland Hills Warner 
Center Neighborhood Council: "Let us work together to create a beautiful, useful, enduring space that is 
the gateway to our community." I know that I certainly was not talking about a parking lot.

For too long, I believe we in the City of Los Angeles have put our "car culture" above quality of life 
needs. It is time to put people first. We need to decrease traffic congestion and improve walkability in our 
neighborhoods, encouraging residents to leave their cars at home when shopping and going to work. A 
small park where one can rest on a long walk may do just that. 

Ingress/egress to a parking lot near a busy intersection, for which one street is incidentally the route for 
fire trucks and other emergency vehicles to access many hillside homes, may contribute greatly to 
congestion and pose risks to pedestrians. Another parking lot in the neighborhood will not actually get 
cars out of the neighborhood. For these reasons, the site is not suitable for a parking lot.

Elsewhere, we can figure out what to do with cars. In fact, owners of some local larger parking lots with 
limited day-use currently rent spaces to other local businesses. If more business owners put heads 
together, I think they could come up with some very creative ways to share existing parking to enhance 
the experience their customers have when patronizing their businesses. Moreover, the broader topic of 
transit-oriented development/redevelopment may be the key to a longer term solution for what to do with 
cars. 

In summary and to paraphrase Mr. Wilcox, "Parking lot won’t help traffic and noise problems and lack-
of-walkability near former Fire Station 84 site in Woodland Hills". However, a small park will help, and it  
is what the majority want.

I am both a resident of the local neighborhood for over 30 years and a home-based small business owner. 
I care about quality of life, quality of the environment, I support local businesses, and I care about my 
neighbors. Thank you for allowing me to share my opinion.

Sincerely,

Janis

Janis Hatlestad
Better Earth Garden Design
Woodland Hills, CA
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